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Costea Raul 
Pastor at Hope Church Draganesti-Olt, Romania  
 
As most of you know, I have two major 
jobs. One, to coordinate Hope Church 
ministry in the southern part of Romania 
and the Balkans Countries, and the other 
being a national director for P.I.E.I. 
organization, which brings me the 
responsibility to facilitate equipping teams 
for our missionaries that are in this 
organization both in the North and South 
side of Romania. For the first time since I 
have had these two jobs, I was able to host 
a squad with more than 35 people in the 
South and over 40 people in the North. 
Having about 80 people to administrate in 
ministry was not an easy job because of 
the six hour distance between the North 
and South as both of these jobs require my 
coordination and assistance. As a result of 
the work in the month of September, God 
brought us hundreds of testimonies of how 
Christ was exposed from passing Bibles 
out, children's ministry, street evangelism 
and much more. My words cannot 
describe the sufficiency of grace we were 
given this month seeing so many blessings. 
That is what I am praising God for - the 
souls that were open to follow Christ and 
those that were edified in Christ.  

 

One unique moment that continues to 
come to mind was the situation when one 
of the translators for the Americans, Ely 
Serban, (who was involved in ministry on 

the North side), had just heard that her father 
died instantly in a car accident. For those who 
do not know Ely, she is a young member in our 
church, and years ago she came into my office 
saying she did not believe God could bless her 
and be with her. She did not want to finish 
school, but in that day I had a conversation 
with her that totally changed her path. She 
repented, committed to school, was 
unofficially adopted by a church member, and 
is in her last year at university. But the day she 
was involved in ministry and heard that bad 
news, her three sisters were in the same place 
at a Christian conference. The youngest sister 
decided to follow Christ, and ten minutes 
later, she heard her father died. That moment 
was so touching to me. I saw the association 
between the life of Christ being accepted by 
the girl and the death of her father that is 
caused by sin in the same family. In a small 
church like ours, this kind of event would 
affect the entire church, and because her 
father belonged to an Orthodox church, we 
did not organize the funeral. In the midst of 
the grief, I was able to praise the Lord because 
we mobilized our church members to be at the 
funeral, surrounding the girls and covering 
them with love and prayer. Nonbelievers at 
the funeral came to us and wanted to become 
more like us because they saw the love and 
care we extended to the girls. One of our 
missionary families has decided to take in the 
girls into their home so they may be 
protected.  

Dear friends, brothers, sisters, and precious 
partners of our ministry, your words of 
encouragement, prayer, and financial support 
helped God’s kingdom to be spread even 
though we went through difficult times. 
September was again, another month where 
we were able to restore God's glory in 
Romania.  
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Costea Alexe & Veronica, missionaries in  

Comani    

We praise God because this month He gave 
some wonderful experiences in His work here in 
Comani. We are confident that the church 
grows visibly by studying the Bible in small 
groups. Therefore, this month we began a small 
group where we meet all the people who want 
to know God better by studying the Bible. Let 
God work more and more in our hearts as a 
church and give us the desire to get closer to 
Him! 
This month, a group of young people from Cluj 
responded to God’s call and came to Oltenia in 
Comani to serve God. There was a special 
program organized for the children. We also did 
home visits and the people were very happy to 
talk to us about God. On Sunday morning we 
worshiped Lord through prayers, singing and 
testimonies and brother Vlad preached the 
Gospel. Also, through this group God made it 
possible for the people to receive food and 
clothing. Glorified to be the Lord! 
God calls us to proclaim the Gospel to people, 
and this month we served together with a group 
of brothers and sisters in Icoana. We walked the 
street and shared invitations to a church event 
where people talked about Jesus and received 
reading glasses in the name of the Lord. 
We thank God for making it possible for a group 
of children to receive strollers and stationery at 
the beginning of the school year.  
 
This month we had a WR team with us. With 
God's help, we hold English lessons for the 
children in the village for an hour and a half 
every day. 
We thank to those of you who are involved with 
us in the ministry work in Comani. Even if you 
are not physically here with us, you are still 
involved by carrying us in your prayers, and that 
is what makes you a part of what God works 
here in our village. 

Please continue to pray for our family that the 
Lord will keep us safe and the church will grow 
both spiritually and numerically. Pray that God 
will send more missionaries, for us to be able to 
begin the thermic insulation of the church’s 
building and that God will send a teacher for the 
after school program we want to begin. 
Blessed be the Lord! May God be with you in 
everything you do! 
 

Mirce si Cornelia Dumitru 

missionaries in Corabia 

Month September 2017 was characterized by 
works focused on meetings and re-planning. 
"The plans of the diligent lead to profit 
as surely as haste leads to poverty." Proverbs 
21: 5 

 

 
Though it is a small town, the Corabia has two 
Pentecostal-Charismatic oriental churches, an 
Adventist church, a kingdom hall (Jehovah's 
Witnesses) and at least five Orthodox churches. 
Together with those who participate at 
catechism, we tried to understand what we 
think about beeing born again, the Divinity of 
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Jesus, why we worship on Sunday, baptism with 
the Holy Spirit and baptism in water, the 
Church, and other subjects that give us a certain 
identity in Corabia. Every Friday at 18 o'clock we 
study the Bible with passion so that we can 
reporting back to all  those who ask us about 
the things we believe. 

 
 
 
Three years ago I visited a church in  center of 
Romania and the brother I hosted asked me if I 
should preach from each  book from Bible, 
exegetically, not on subjects. Then I said it is too 
early for some of those who come at the 
meetings becouse they are reading nothing 
from Bible. But this month,Septembe, we began 
to study from Paul's book to Romans. We chose 
this book becouse  the gospel is presented very 
clearly and entirely. When I preached that God's 
wrath is over Corabia, I was curious to see their 
reaction. I saw a fight in one person’s heart who 
listened and when I talked, it was amazing to 
see how he quoted from other messages I have 
preached, about the grace of God, to calm  his 
heart. 

 
                            
Knowing that the plans of the hardworking man 
bring boldly, I decided that in September to plan 
the activities for the objectives that I  planed. I 
prayed, I decided the activities and planned 
them for days. By becoming conscious of 
everything I have on my heart, I need the 
grace,the  power and God’s wisdom  to be able 
to accomplish them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Octavian & Nicoleta Berechet 

Missionaries in Maruntei 
 

Blessed is our Lod Jesus Christ! 

We want to share with you God’s work in us and 

through  in the month of September. 

An important event that took place and which I 

coordinated it was the youth meeting from Alba 

Iulia. Around  40 teenagers  from our ministry 

area had ( believers and non believers) the 

opportunity to hear the Gospel. Three persons 

said that they want to give their lives to Jesus. 

Please pray that this desire will remain in  their 

hearts. Dani Buzurin is from Maruntei and   

attended to this conference. His family is not 

opened but we pray that God will change their 

hearts. Pray for him also that his desire  will 

grow after God and he would be an authentic 

believer. 

 

Also I did a lot for planning their time here in 

Romania for our canadian partners for the 

october month.  

Thank you for your prayers and support!God 

bless you! 



HOPE CHURCH Spreading the Gospel in Southern Oltenia 
Ministry of PIEI-ROMANIA September 2017 

2015 

 

 May God bless each of you! 

Florina & Mark Darvell 

Missionaries in Coteana 
The van  

By God’s grace we sold our problematic van and 

with the same amount of money we bought 

another one: a Ford (2004). It works well and we 

are most grateful to the Lord. 

Mark is working on some rust that needs dealing 

with.  

 

Youth ministry - we had a youth outing for an 

event in Alba Lulia.  It was a good time for the 

strengthening of relationships and an 

opportunity for the young people to hear the 

Gospel once more.  

Ladies’ ministry - A day out for the women in 

Coteana. We laughed, talked, had treats, sang, 

prayed, read the Bible and had a great time 

together walking through the park in Coteana.

 

Spero Designs - We took the ladies Sonia and 

Lucica from Spero Designs to Alba Lulia, to a 

friend of mine who sews bed sheets, in order for 

them to learn some things and get some work. 

On the way there I made sure that once again I 

shared the good news of the Gospel with them. 

It was a truly blessed time that strengthened 

our relationship more.  

With the ladies at Spero we focused recently on 

bunting. We are very pleased as it seems to pick 

up well. It is a blessing for the women.  

Children’s Outreach - Coteana 

All summer long, every Saturday, we met with 

the children in Coteana in the park.  

Please pray for their salvation.  
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We plan to start a mandolin children orchestra 

for the children in Coteana. We hope that it will 

be a great tool to get more children coming and 

also coming to know the Lord. A brother from 

Sibiu will come and teach the mandolin. 

Please pray for the whole amount to buy the 

mandolins. We have enough for two at the 

moment. We need a minimum of 10. 

Caracal - 20 year celebration of the Baptist 

church 

Last Sunday we took some people from Coteana 

to a 20 year celebration of the Baptist church in 

Caracal. 

This was another opportunity for them to be 

encouraged in their faith, strengthened in their 

relationships and eventually give their lives to 

Jesus 

Friendships and discipleship – village of Comani 

We enjoyed a nice day in the park with Jenica, 

her children and Alexe’s youngest son, Petru.  

Jenica has never been to a park - she loved it 

and the children did as well.  

She is more and more open to the Gospel. She 

prays every morning and is reading the Bible 

daily. God is good! 

Mark and Florina Darvell work in rural South 

Romania, planting churches, running 

evangelistic children’s programmes and 

reaching out to the community through 

practical projects 

Daniel & Mihaela  Serbanescu 

Missionaries in Daneasa 
 
Peace and grace in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
 

We rejoice in having the opportunity to work in 
the Lord's vineyard in the community of 
Daneasa in Olt County! Through God's grace, 
this month we were involved in many activities 
and events where we saw how God is working in 
the lives of many people. This month we started 
a weekly Bible Study with members and friends 
from Daneasa meeting every Saturday. We give 
God the glory for their desire to know God 
better. 
 

 
One event where we were able to rejoice was 
street evangelism with Brother Elijah Contu (Ilie 
Contu), where we were very moved to see 
people interested in the Gospel and touched by 
the Word of God. 
As well, we were able to have a day of 
fellowship with everyone who comes to our 
weekly church meetings. It was a day of 
celebration which helped build relationships 
within our community.  
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We also came alongside a sister by the name of 
Florina, who was challenged very much by her 
family. She is married with 3 daughters, ages 16, 
6 and 3. Sister Florina gave her life to Christ last 
year and this past May, was baptized. Being the 
only person in her family that follows Christ, she 
was tested and tried by the enemy through her 
husband, family and even her oldest daughter 
that was very rebellious against her and the 
Word of God. Through this rebeliion, the oldest 
daughter at 16 years decided to leave home and 
live with her boyfriend of 22 years. 
We came alongside our sister and encouraged 
her through Scripture, remaining next to her 
through regular visits and prayer. We prayed for 
this situation together, as she was spiritually 
discouraged, but we thank God for His abundant 
goodness and that it has flowed over our sister.  
 
Prayer for our family: 
We desire to thank you for your support 
through prayer which you have given us up to 
now and always. We ask you to pray for us as a 
family and for our work in Daneasa. 
 
Thank you and God bless you! 
 
 
 

Octavian & Livia  Ciudesnic 

Missionaries in Floru 

 
With God’s help, this month we had the 

pleasure and joy to serve the Lord in many ways 

in Icoana and Floru. We received through the 

social project “Hungry child” the food packages 

for all families in Icoana that can’t afford to feed 

their children or have a hard social condition. 

Through this social event we were able to reach 

them and talk about God and how He can enrich 

their lives. 

 

Then we had the joy of sharing the Gospel and 

get to know the people from Icoana and Floru 

through the glasses ministry. We had the help 

and support from “Hope” Church from 

Draganesti and a Race team that served for the 

first time in their journey. We really enjoyed 

being together and reaching the people from 

both villages and praying for the ministry. It was 

both exciting and encouraging for us as was for 

them. 

Next we continued the work at the pastoral 

house. With Lord’s support and help that came 

through two brothers in Christ,  we succeeded in 

building the drain and putting the septic tank 

into the ground. By the end of the day we 

managed to use the toilet. 
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We also felt overwhelmed when we saw 

children’s ministry growing so fast so much! If at 

the beginning came just 8-9 kids, now they are 

23-24! And we pray for more to come! We also 

pray that everything that we do there, every 

lesson, every song, game, craft to get them 

closer to the Lord and that one day they will 

choose Christ to be their Savior! 

Last, but not least, God helped us in getting the 

coals we need for this winter. We also 

succeeded in painting the kitchen walls and 

getting the room ready for the furniture. God’s 

love and blessings for us poured upon us heavily 

and we are encouraged by His faithfulness to 

love and serve Him even more. 

 

Samuel & Raluca Ilies 

Missionaries in Coteana 
 
This month we had the privilege to be helped 
with God's work by a World Race team for a 
week and a half. During thus time we had an 
English club for the children in the village with 
the purpose of helping them to learn English 
and to bound the relationships. I went with 
another team to visit and encourage the people 
we are in contact with for a while, but also we 
came to know new people to whom we have 
shared the Gousple. Each Saturday we had the 
kids club in the park of the village and we are 
happy that more than 15 children came to hear 
about Jesus. 

 
 Also we went on street evangelism and we had 
the opportunity to pray for a lot of people: we 
met a lady on the street, she was crying because 
her husband was really ill because of a stroke, 
we asked her if she would let us inside so we 
can pray for him, she was deeply moved and 
happily received us and we prayed for him. They 
felt encouraged and i belive that God is working. 
Other day, together with some ladies that come 
to our church meeting regularly and with other 
members of the church we went in a short trip 
in Craiova where we had a nice fellowship in the 
central park by worshiping the Lord, reading the 
Bible and praying together for salvation of their 
souls. 
Last week, we were visited by some brothers in 
Crist from Englend and together we went to visit 
some ill people from Coteana and to pray for 
their healing; we were amazed to see how God 
is working: a lady that is nearly  blind from the 
age of 6 years started to see with the eye that 
she couldn't see anything at all. 
This month together withs a missionary from 
Sibiu i was able to visit some families from the 
village and share with them the good news. 
After few days when we came back to visit a 
man he prayed for his sins and he received Jesus 
in his heart. May God be glorified for everything 
that He is working tbrough us! 
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Click on the image bellow to visit 

the Hope Church website! 

CONTACT US:  
www.piei.org/romania  
 
PIEI Main Office:  
5518 W. Diversey Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60639  
Phone # 773-202-8500  
 
For contributions: donate 
online www.piei.org or mail 
your check to the PIEI office.  
Memo line:  
Fund # 24203 Oltenia  
 
U.S. Contact Person:  
Cornel Stef, PIEI President  
Phone # 312-972-4262  
 

  E-mail: cornelstef@gmail.com or 
cstef@piei.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner with us and give  
A HELPING HAND TO 

ROMANIA: 
 

• PRAY 

• GIVE 

• GO 
 

“For we are laborers together with God…” 1 Corinthians 3:9 
 

http://bisericasperanta.ro/mission/regional/

