
HOPE CHURCH Spreading the Gospel in Southern Oltenia 
Ministry of PIEI-ROMANIA July 2017 

2015 

 

 

 

  

PIEI Office 
Address:  

5518 W. Diversey Ave. Chicago, IL 

60639  

Phone #  

773-202-8500 

 

Web Site 

www.piei.org/romania 

 

U.S.  Contact 

Cornel Stef, 

 PIEI President  

Cell Phone #  

312-972-4262  

E-mail cornelstef@gmail.com   

cstef@piei.org  

 

 

PIEI-Romania 

Contact 

 

Andrei Dragomir 

Secretary 

E-mail: andrei@pie.ro 

 

 

Pastor  

Raul Costea 
Email: costea_raul@yahoo.com 

 

RESO 

Spreading 

The Gospel 

In Southern 

Oltenia 

 

PRAY 

GIVE 

GO 

 

PIEI-ROMANIA 

 

 

 

 

Costea Raul 
Pastor at Hope Church Draganesti-Olt, Romania  
 
In Romania, we have a saying where 
we call the month of July the "oven 
month." This year certainly held true to 
it's name as most days the 
temperature was hitting 100 degrees. 
However, this was not the only fire we 
were walking through. In July alone, 
Hope Church hosted missions teams 
from Texas, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, and a Passport team 
through Adventures in Missions. 
Together we were able to execute our 
vision for spreading the Gospel in 
southern Romania. As we partner with 
the Lord in His work, spiritual warfare 
is a reality, but in the power of Jesus' 
name, we can walk through the fire 
and we will not be overcome. I am 
spurred on by knowing that over 3,000 
people were exposed to the Gospel 
during July through kid's programs, 
street evangelism, and revival services. 
Thank you to the teams who came to 
share hope with the people of this 
region. 

Last month, we also held an event in 
Corabia, one of our satellite ministries, 
where I had the chance to preach the 
Gospel. I has previously met a woman 
in this town who taught Biology at a 
high school and was wrapped up in a 
heavy evolutionist environment. She 
claimed to me, "God cannot exist." Yet 
she came to the event, and when the 
service ended, she came to me and was 
suddenly much more open. The woman 
explained that she was very touched 
and had experienced for the first time 
the power of the Word of God as it 
pierced her soul. For me, that night 
powerfully put on display the truth that 

the Sword of God is more powerful than 
the sword of Darwin. The Gospel is more 
powerful than evolution. We carry this 
Good News, this truth within us, and it is 
our call and our joy to share it. 

 

 I am happy to share that we are currently 
recruiting another long term missionary 
named Lucian Brinceanu. Part of my role in 
this process is to help Lucian identify his 
calling. Please pray for him as he seeks the 
Lord and decides if Craiova is the right 
spot for him to continue ministry. Also, 
pray for me as I search for partners to 
support him while he is a part of our 9,000 
Souls project. 

July was a joyful moment in our family. 
Sammi finished high school very well and 
has been accepted by two universities in 
Bucharest. In the fall, he will begin 
studying theology at a seminary school 
along with social work at another 
university. I know that many of you prayed 
for Sammi in this. I want to welcome you 
to share in the gratitude and joy it brings 
our family. You and I are together in 
mission, but I want you to know that you 
are a part of our family as well. I praise 
God that we get to enjoy this life 
together!  

Your brother,  
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Costea Alexe & Veronica, missionaries in  

Comani    

Bless be the Lord! 

Our greatest desire is to see people committing 

to God. This month we proclaimed Christ's love 

in different ways among the people in Comani. 

At the beginning I had the grace to work with a 

team from Texas lead by brother Keith 

Wiliamson and brother Tim Owens and over a 

period of 9 days we had different activities. We 

made home visits trying to encourage through 

the word of God those who are on God’s way, 

but also shared the Gospel to the people who 

didn’t know God. We had a special evening for 

women in which we shared our experiences 

with God in our personal life and preached from 

His word. 

 

For five days we had a vacation Bible school 

with the children from the village and once 

again we had the opportunity to learn 

wonderful things about The One who created 

the whole universe. They were fascinated by the 

way lessons were presented but also by the 

other activities they had during the program. 

We shared the Gospel with people on the street 

and among young people by meeting them on 

the football field in our village. We played 

soccer together, but we also had the 

opportunity to tell them about our Savior, Jesus 

Christ. At the end, everyone received a soccer 

ball with the Gospel written on it. 

 

It was a blessed time in which the people from 

Comani could hear again about the forgiveness 

they can receive through Christ. We thank God 

for brother Vlad and sister Alexandra and for 

their help. They served the Lord by helping with 

the translation.  

We also made home visits with the help of a 

group of Swiss brothers who confessed to the 

glory of God how He changed their lives. 

There was a team from Netherlands we enjoyed 

working with. They worshiped the Lord with us 

at the church service, and one day some of 

them visited people at their homes. 

 

We glorify our Lord for the children camp in 

which my wife also served for 5 days. It was a 

tent camp involving about 45 children. 

Thank you for all your support! May God bless 

you, and don’t forget that you are part of all 

that the Lord is working here in the Comani. 
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Please continue to pray for us that the Lord give 

us wisdom in working with people, for the 

physical and spiritual protection of our family, 

for the believers to live in holiness, completion 

of the church construction and people who 

commit to joining the team here. 

 

Mirce si Cornelia Dumitru 

missionaries in Corabia 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
remembering what God did in July, I can say 
that the good hand of God was with us. Through 
us He has influenced children and adults. 

 
After a long  period of planning, it was time for 
the first time to go  in a camp with the young 
people in Corabia. We were all excited, as young 
people as they were still wondering about the 
details of the camp and gleaming their eyes, on 
the other hand we as the team hoped the Lord 
would work hard in their hearts. When the day 
and the time of the leaving arrived, I found that 
only me and my family were able to go in 
that  camp. It was a camp where two goals were 
achieved: to study  English texts and also 
to  study texts from  Bible  in order for the 
participants to return to the Lord. The camp was 
organized by brother Doug Droll in Zimnicea, 
Teleorman County. My part was to help 
translate from English to Roamanian  language 
for a class. I had no ideea that  God prepared a 
surprise for me. Our daughter Damaris decided 
in that  camp  to follow the Lord Jesus. I”ve 
heard  about her decision about  after three 
weeks.  

 
 

 
My great burden is the salvation of those people 
from  Corabia because last year I spoke with 
brother Michael Jordan, who is in O.M. 
to  gather a team to go on streets to  proclaim 
the Gospel. Great was the joy when 16 people 
expressed their willingness to get involved in the 
"Peace Houses" program. The idea of this 
project is to prayerfully cover the city, 
evangelize and identify houses of peace, where 
we continue to preach Christ. For four days, four 
teams went to the streets to confess Christ. The 
experiences on the ground were encouraging. 
More than one hundred people were 
confronted with the Gospel message and some 
were open. In that Friday we organized an 
evangelistic event in the place where we meet. 
Pastor Raul Costea preached. It was encouraging 
that 6 new people came to listen the message. 
One person is still in touch with us and comes to 
our meetings. Not only that, our neighbors have 
heard the gospel, and some are very open. 
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In the same time  with the "Peace Houses" 
project, Cornelia and Jemimma Katalina were 
involved in the "Little explorers" project. Every 
morning at 10 o'clock they met with the children 
for one week. One of the truths that children 
have taught is how to solve a problem without 
violence. It is important to them because they 
live in a context of violence. May the Lord 
continue to work in their hearts. 

 
Pray for our children Damaris and Tiby to 
remain steady on the Lord's path. Also, the 
people who have heard the gospel to be 
released  from the shame and also pray for 
children that Cornelia invests to understand the 
importance of returning to God. 
 

Octavian & Nicoleta Berechet 

Missionaries in Maruntei 
 

Praise be the Lord! 
We thank God for how He brings people to help 
us in the ministry in Maruntei. 
The month of July was a blessed month and a 
busy month. God gave us energy to accomplish 
all  the planned and unplanned activities. We 
had teams from Romania, Holland, America and 
Switzerland who came for short term and 
served alongside to us. 
We had 10 young people from Cluj, Romania 

who organized four days of VBS. It was an 

intensive time  with many children.  

 

The children were good listeners during the 

program and enjoyed the games. The team from 

Switzerland also worked with the children. They 

had  songs , a skit and games for the children. 

The team from Holland had two days of ministry 

in Maruntei.  

 

As you can read our newsletter you see so many 

acitivities for children. We invite you to pray 

that each kid to understand and to receive Jesus 

in his life. Pray also for the parents to open their 

hearts and the Holy Spirit will convince them 

and they would accept Jesus Christ as their 

Saviour. 

The team from America did a good work also. 
We visited several families, prayed 
together  and shared the Gospel. Also they were 
blessed with a bag of food. 
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Click on the image bellow to visit 

the Hope Church website! 

CONTACT US:  
www.piei.org/romania  
 
PIEI Main Office:  
5518 W. Diversey Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60639  
Phone # 773-202-8500  
 
For contributions: donate 
online www.piei.org or mail 
your check to the PIEI office.  
Memo line:  
Fund # 24203 Oltenia  
 
U.S. Contact Person:  
Cornel Stef, PIEI President  
Phone # 312-972-4262  
 

  E-mail: cornelstef@gmail.com or 
cstef@piei.org  

 

In the last week of the month my wife was a 
leader in the kids camp organized in Slaveni. It 
was a tent camp. The theme of the camp was 
The Kingdom of God. Three children from 
Maruntei were able to attend to it. There were 
45 children . Please also pray for these kids  that 

they will have desire in their hearts to follow 
Christ.  
Thank you for prayers and supporting us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner with us and give  
A HELPING HAND TO 

ROMANIA: 
 

• PRAY 

• GIVE 

• GO 
 

http://bisericasperanta.ro/mission/regional/

