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Costea Raul 
Pastor at Hope Church Draganesti-Olt, Romania  
 
The E2E students have been busy 
working through the course curriculum 
and practicums. With six modules 
completed or touched upon out of the 
total of ten, they are starting to get 
into the heart of the curriculum. They 
were transported to the North West of 
Romanian and given opportunities at 
the local churches to present their 
ministries. Some have hit the streets 
evangelizing,  others have started to 
work on their mission field in Balanesti 
(a village just north of Draganesti-Olt). 
Please pray that they grow in their 
studies, personal walk with God, and 
knowledge 

Huddled in the small kitchen in 

the  village of Bala Nesti, just north of 

Draganesti-Olt a group of women still 

dressed in layers patiently waited. With 

one more opportunity to spread the 

good news of the gospel the E2E 

student missionaries had invited them 

to participate in receiving used clothing 

from a foreign land. 

 

 Sadly these women are not yet 

“repenters” as the local religion calls 

the Hope Church attendees, but have 

been slowly learning about who Jesus is 

and what he had done for them. 

But even still in this small village with 

yards full of mud, cold air streaming 

through the old windows, and kitchens 

warmed with sticks God is present. He has 

not forgotten these people and through is 

divine goodness has orchestrated his 

loving kindness with blessings even in a 

place blessings are hard to come by. He is 

willing to meet them where they are at, 

and show them he is a personal God who 

loves them individually. He has been 

calling harvesters to Hope Church and 

slowly they are coming with the E2E 

program leading the way.  

 The region of Oltenia is known to be a 
place where people rarely return to God. 
However there are individuals who God 
calls despite what’s culturally normal. Alex 
is one of the young man who despite the 
odds came to know God in a personal way. 
In the autumn of 2017, Alex was a young 
believer out of the village Comani. He had 
been invited by the church, attended and 
then started being assisted in his spiritual 
life and his social life. Alex grew up in a 
troubled family, with a mother who 
abandoned him at the age of twelve and a 
father who suffered from serious drinking 
problems. Being constrained to leave his 
family home, he was brought by the local 
City Hall in Draganesti-Olt into my office 
and I was asked to take custody of him. 
Sixteen years earlier I was approached in a 
similar experience by a women unable to 
take care of her son, another boy named 
Alex. 
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The decision I made so many years before had 

changed forever the young man’s life. As the 

Mayor stood asking for him I was compelled to 

once again step forward and allow God to 

change yet another life. A month after he came 

into my care he knelt in his room alone and 

opened his heart to Jesus Christ. The week 

before we had taken him on a trip to Craiova to 

present the gospel, this opened him up to 

search his soul and started him down the path 

to repentance. Since then I have seen a heart 

that wants to serve God and others. What 

however has impressed me the most is his 

willingness to maintain himself even though he 

is in 10th grade. He doesn’t complain about his 

family situation, even though most in his 

situation would. Please pray that he continues 

to grown in a life filled with Christ. 

 

 

Costea Alexe & Veronica, missionaries in  

Comani    

Blessed be the Lord! 

The Lord is worthy to be praised for the faithfuln
ess that He shown us during the last year. We ar
e convinced that "God is the same yesterday, to
day and forever" and we believe that God will sh
ow His faithfulness this year too. We put our tru
st in Him for everything. We want to be like som
e tools in God’s hands, that He can use to fulfill 
His great plan on earth. 
We started this year encouraged by the Word of
 God that says: "If my people, on whom my nam
e is named, make themselves low and come to 
me in prayer, searching for me and turning from
 their evil ways; then I will give ear from heaven,
 overlooking their sin, and will give life again to t
heir land." (2 Chronicles 7:14) 
At the beginning of this month, I and other missi
onaries had the chance to attend a conference o
rganized by the Sumter . We went to Bucharest f
or a week and during that time we were thought
 to preach the Word of God. As part of my leade
rship, I also had a blessed time with the brothers
 from the GEM organization. 

Studying Bible in a small group is very important
 for our church, so we continue to meet every Fr
iday evening and let the Word of God change 
our hearts. 
 
We also worship God as a family. Brother 
Marcel Cordos and his wife Angela, together 
with another brother from Alba Iulia, visited us t
his month. We had the grace of hosting them 
for 3 days. We spent a wonderful time together. 
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We wish that everything we do is immersed in 
prayer. That is why every morning, from 
Tuesday to Friday, from 9 to 10 am, we have a 
prayer time during which we praise God, bring o
ur requests to Him and put every day of our 
lives in His hands. We pray for you, who stand b
ehind our work, actively participating to everyth
ing we do. You are all very important on the mis
sion field here 
in Comani. We are encouraged to know that the
re are people who pray for us and for the work 
we do in Comani.  

 
This is why we want to ask your support in prayi
ng for a very important matter. We want to refo
cus on the Gospel this year. We would like to m
ake massive evangelism projects so that people 
get to know God as their Savior and understand 
that He has a plan for each of them. To make thi
s possible, we would need people who want to 
put their time at God’s disposal and help us in th
is project, given the fact that we are operating in
 a community of about 4,000 people. I am convi
nced that there is a great potential in Christian c
hurches to take part in this project. I also want t
o challenge you to put your time at God’s dispos
al and come to Oltenia this year to help us in pre
aching the Gospel to those who are not saved. 
With God’s help, we want to organize an event f
or women on the 8th of March. We want to use 
this opportunity to present the Word of God. Pl
ease pray that God will change their hearts. Also
, please pray God to provide all resources that w
e need in organizing this event. 
Thank you for everything and may God bless 
you! 
 

Mircea & Cornelia Dumitru 

missionaries in Corabia 

Caring for care and development 

 

Caring for care 

“....But whoever would be grea tamong you 
must be your servant.” 

                                                                                       
           Mark 10:43 

For January, God has put on our heart to serve 
more those from our circle of influence. 
 

With  the association "Hope for the 
Community’’s help we managed to serve two 
families with wood, two families from  Corabia. 
One of the families earns their living 
from  construction. Nea Marin is sick and old. In 
winter time he  can not work and that's why 
their only income was the social help provided 
by the town hall. In December they received the 
news that they will not receive this help 
anymore. Pray for this situation. 
The second family is suffering and all their 
income is spent with the necessary medication. 
So they can not afford to buy wood for the 
winter. 

 
Throughout the years, God has helped us to 
develop a relationship with some Christians who 
have been involved at some point in our 
ministry from Corabia. One of these people is 
Jemima, a young woman from Germany who 
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was sensitized by God to help the kid”s ministry, 
but also to ease the situation of one family. We 
managed to buy food for this family. 
The purpose of this ministry is that they to see 
the love of God. 

 

Development 

I’ve  prayed for a long time that God to help me 
to recruit people for the mission ministry 
from  Corabia. Step by step that  God has put 
me in a situation of understanding that I lack the 
ability to manage a team. 
In January, there were two occasions when the 
Lord taught me how to coordinate a team. One 
of the situations was when, for one week, I was 
at an equipment lecture about preaching. 

 
 At these meetings there were many workshops 
in which he was appointed a leader for the four 
working groups. I've learned a lot about 
coordinating team by looking at how other 
teams have accomplished their tasks. 
Pray that  the Lord of the harvest to bring out 
workers and prepare me for their coordination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Octavian & Nicoleta Berechet 

Missionaries in Maruntei 
 

The month of January means the month of a new 

year, the year of 2018.  And usualy this season I try 

to pray and  to establish new objectives. I want to 

share some of them with you so you can pray 

1. We would like this year to meet other 10 

families to whom we can share the Gospel 

2. Three families that we can invite in a 

different context and share with them the 

Gospel( a meal or going somewhere to visit 

something) 

3. Finding a person that will take the 

responsibility for the kids ministry and a 

person with the gift of evangelism 

 

Meeting even a child 
 

4. Helping brother Marinel to grow in his 

relationship with God 

We know that we can do nothing without His help so 

please pray for us not to be tired because of doing 

His work. Pray for strenghth and passion and a fire 

for people to be in our lives. 
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Helping people with firewood 

 

Equipment for preaching 
 

May God bless each of you! 

 

 

Florina & Mark Darvell 

Missionaries in Coteana 

Dear partners, brothers and sisters in Christ 

Thank you for taking the time to read our news, 

to pray and think of us. The work that you do 

trough all your support is the other wing that 

helps us “fly”. We thank the Lord for you and we 

also pray that God will continue to keep you 

faithful, strong and healthy in your mind, spirit 

and body. 

 
 The shoe boxes reached the children at the 
kindergarten in Coteana only in January as it 
was school vacation by the time we got the gifts. 
Lots of joy and curiosity to find out what will 
each find within the beautifully wrapped up gift 
shoe box. Told them the story of  
"birth of the earth” 
 
- Creation and sang songs about Creation. We 
had a good time. So happy for the invitation that 
I received from the teachers to go again and tell 
the children more stories from the Bible. My 
next visit will be in February. Prayers are much 
appreciated for the next visits, that God in His 
mercy will help them receive the knowledge of 
Jesus and salvation and for me that God will use 
me. One of the house visits to Dicuta was a long 
one this time as she had many questions about 
God and Bible. She was excited hearing all about 
forgiveness and becoming a child of God and 
she was excited about praying and asking God 
to make her his child. Sadly after this visit for 
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different reasons we have not met her again. 
We know that her faith is challenged in many 
ways, family, neighbors, orthodox church, but 
God is gracious and very patient with people. 
Please pray for Dicuta and her faith in Jesus that 
will be one that overcomes the world. 

 
 Prayer points:  
- Dicuta to have strong faith in Jesus 
- kindergarten children and teachers in Coteana 
to understand and receive Jesus  
- Ladies at  
SperoDesigns to receive Jesus and continue to 
have work so they can provide for their families 
- financial donations for a big tent for events 
and summer camps. 
 - winter tires for the bus  
 
Mark and Florina  
Darvell 

 

Daniel  & Mihaela  serbanescu 

Missionaries in Coteana  
 
Psalms 48:1 "Great is The Lord and greatly to be 
praised in the city of our God, in the mountain 
of His holiness." 
 
Thank you dear brothers for your prayers that 
you brought before The Lord on behalf of us. 
We feel blessed and desire to share with you 
how God came to help the people of Daneasa 
this month. 
A family in Daneasa is going through a 
challenging period in their lives. Vali is a mother 
of 4 children, and a few months ago, she was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor and was operated 
on. Presently, she is recuperating and with the 

help of God, we offered  help and care through 
encouragement, visits and transportation to the 
hospital for blood tests.  Following these things, 
they felt encouraged and thanked God. 
Together with my wife, we visited another 
family where we share the Gospel and care for 
them in their needs. Adriana and her daughter, 
Cristina, are special people desiring to know 
God more. 

 
 Cristina is experiencing a challenging time. We 
pray for her and her family to be saved. This 
month 2 families were helped with wood and 
coal for fires, being very thankful to God.  

 
Besides service, God blessed us through 
equipping conferences.  
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God bless you and we ask you to continue to 
intercede for these families that the name of 
God would be praised.Where will my help come 
from?  
My help comes from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth." 
 

Adi & Dana Jurge Missionaries in 

Craiova 
 

January started with a week of intense 
training in using Bible in story telling. To 
proclame the Gospel and different biblical 
storyes to familiarize the people who dont know 
the Bible or do not read the Bible in a culture 
where people love storyes, is very relevant and 
necesary.  

 
So, I had the great opportunity to share the 

story of Joseph to Calin, one of the college-
student who graduated from dentistry, who was 
steuggling with the lack of a job, money and a 
future. He manage to learn from the story that 
being a man of integrity, hard worker for the 
sake of work not money and obedient to God 
above all is the hope and the future for a 
fruitfull life. 

I continued to meet with the young adults for 
the Truth Project, and Antonio, one of the 
teenager, introduced me to a group of five 
young people with whom I want to have 
different social and cultural events at the public 
library and at my home.   
The young hunger for acceptance, love and help 
from someone older that might give them a 
sense of direction and support in life. 
Please pray for this new group in which I want 
to invest, so that they will start to trust the Lord 
Jesus more and more, but also to fullfil their 
emotional, relational and social needs.  
Please continue to pray for the urgent need of 

setting up an association to work with the young 

adults in a more effecient way. In this way we 

could tie partnerships with highschools, the 

university, public library and with other 

institutions in Craiova and reach the community 

with the Christian values in different cultural, 

personal development projects and life 

exchange programs. 

Ion & Cristina Vlad Missionaries 

in Perieti 
On this occasion, i would like to share with you 
some of the things that God is doing in the area 
of Perieti church: i have decided to reach with 
the Gospel to some people from this area that 
are not so friendly or kind. I went to visit a man 
called Marin and i told him about the goodness 
of God, after i have visited him few times, he 
started to open and to become really close with 
our family, then we invited him for lunch few 
times, took him with me in different trips.  
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After some time, Marin shared with, while 
crying, about the prayers he raised to God while 
he was in Greece, so God can help him to come 
back home. 
Later on, i invitee him to our church service and 
he gladly accepted the invitation.  
We prayed as a family and decided to offer 
Marin 2 meals a day and clothes and help him to 
reintegrate back into society.  
We would like to thank you for your support in 
prayer and to those who are offering financial 
support so we can continue sharing the Gospel. 
Amen! 
Prayer requests: 
1. Please pray so that Marin would be saved 
2. So God can help us to buy a new bus for the 
mission work. 

 

3. For the salvation of the people from the 
villages where we share the Gospel. 
4. God take care of our family. 

 

Sami & Raluca Iliesi Missionaries 

in Coteana 
This month God has blessed us with a donation 
in order to buy firewood for six poor families 
from Coteana. One of these people is a widow 
with health isues where I went to help her 
cracking and depositing the firewood and on 
this occasion I had the opportunity to share the 
Gospel. Please pray for all these people, so that 
they can see how God is working in there lives 
and how He loves them and provides their 
needs. 

 
During this time we started a demolition project 
for an annex from our yard, so we can have 
access to the garden and to have more space in 
the yard. We praise God and we are thankful 
that we had no problems in obtaining the 
permission.  
Starting this month God made possibly to go to 
a young man's grandparents from Hope church 
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to share the Gospel. His parents are in Spain at 
work, and this young man is living together with 
his grandparents and his brother. We went to 
visit them and share the Gospel. So, pray that 
this young man to be a light for his grandparents 
and by God willing the seed of the Gospel to 
bare fruit in their hearts. 
We thank you for your support in prayer. God 
Bless You! 

 

Octavian & Livia Ciudesnic 

Missionaries in Icoana 

 
Hello! December and January were beautiful, 
difficult and full of suspense for us as a 
missionary family and for our ministry in Icoana. 
They were beautiful because we rejoiced in 
God’s grace pour out on us and on the ministry 
in Icoana, Olt county. The Lord answered our 
prayers regarding the ministry house where we 
live in. Many have prayed for this need: first us, 
the missionaries in the area, brothers and sisters 
from far and from near, the missionary teams 
that came here. God send a man and he took 
care of all the repairs needed in the house and 
all our needs, so we can have a warm and 
welcoming place for us and for our child, Caleb 
Ciudesnic.  

 
His birth was the other reason for which these 
months were beautiful. We rejoiced to see 
God’s grace and His kindness in these very 
special moments for us as a family. 

They were difficult because all this time the 
ministry stalled, and we lived most of the time 
in Bucharest. It also difficult because my wife 
had to stay almost three weeks in the hospital 
with the baby. Also, the churches that we serve 
felt our absence, especially the kids with which 
we did not meet all this time. 
 

 
They were full of suspense because we did not 
how much the team of workers will manage to 
do in two weeks; they could only stay just for 
two weeks. And after that we did not know if we 
could return in optimal conditions of 
temperature and humidity. Of course, the most 
exciting moment was when we finally managed 
to stay all three, as a family, and the day when 
we returned to Icoana. Now we are all well, 
healthy and back in the ministry that God 
entrusted us. 
Even in this time, God helped us to prepare the 
period that will follow. We established new 
connections to collaborate in ministry and even 
set 22-24 July as a special week for mission in 
partnership with a group of youths from Tulcea, 
our hometown. 
Praise God with us for all these reasons because 
all the power is His, in heaven and earth, and 
pray with us in the next period, for all these new 
projects so that the Lord will be glorified and for 
the people, to be able to see God’s love for 
them. 
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Click on the image bellow to visit 

the Hope Church website! 

CONTACT US:  
www.piei.org/romania  
 
PIEI Main Office:  
5518 W. Diversey Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60639  
Phone # 773-202-8500  
 
For contributions: donate 
online www.piei.org or mail 
your check to the PIEI office.  
Memo line:  
Fund # 24203 Oltenia  
 
U.S. Contact Person:  
Cornel Stef, PIEI President  
Phone # 312-972-4262  
 

  E-mail: cornelstef@gmail.com or 
cstef@piei.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Partner with us and give  
A HELPING HAND TO 

ROMANIA: 
 

• PRAY 

• GIVE 

• GO 
 

“For we are laborers together with God…” 1 Corinthians 3:9 
 

http://bisericasperanta.ro/mission/regional/

