
HOPE CHURCH Spreading the Gospel in Southern Oltenia 
Ministry of PIEI-ROMANIA January 2017 

2015 

 

 

 

  

PIEI Office 
Address:  

5518 W. Diversey Ave. Chicago, IL 

60639  

Phone #  

773-202-8500 

 

Web Site 
www.piei.org/romania 

 

U.S.  Contact 

Cornel Stef, 

 PIEI President  

Cell Phone #  

312-972-4262  

E-mail cornelstef@gmail.com   

cstef@piei.org  

 

 

PIEI-Romania 

Contact 
 

Andrei Dragomir 

Secretary 

E-mail: andrei@pie.ro 

 

 

Pastor  

Raul Costea 
Email: costea_raul@yahoo.com 

 

RESO 

Spreading 

The Gospel 

In Southern 

Oltenia 

 

PRAY 

GIVE 

GO 

 

PIEI-ROMANIA 

 

 

 

Costea Raul 
Pastor at Hope Church Draganesti-Olt, Romania  
 
 Dear partners, 

It is always a challenge for me to 

write a ministry update because I 

have to combine routine ministry 

activities with the spontaneous 

activities and events that occur 

each month. 

In Acts 14:27, we see how the 

apostle Paul sent a ministry 

report to share what God was 

doing through him and his 

ministries. In the same way, this 

report is to share what God has 

done through my ministry here in 

Oltenia. 

The month of February was a 

month full of many activities, but 

much of my time was spent 

counseling and advising others. It 

started by ministering to 

someone who lost a loved one, 

but it also included advising other 

missionaries in their ministries. 

God gave me many areas of 

ministry. Even though it was an 

exhausting time for me, just as 

Paul says in Acts 14:22, my soul 

was satisfied to know that all 

were encouraged and 

strengthened in the Lord. 

I want to share a few experiences I 

had this month in order for you to 

see God’s goodness and praise Him 

for it.  

1. I equipped, assisted and 

motivated our brother Beni 

Ciopasiu as he took on the 

role of the coordinator of the 

ministries in Dolj county. 

2. I also was involved in a funeral 

service. It was the first 

Christian funeral in this 

village. There was a lot of 

opposition from the priest in 

the village, but God gave us 

victory and we had the 

opportunity to be an example 

to the people there. Even 

though a funeral brings 

sadness and pain, it can also 

be an opportunity to glorify 

God through the sharing of 

the gospel. 
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3. The mission of our church is to 

fulfill both the physical and 

spiritual needs of the people in our 

community. With God’s help, I had 

the opportunity to help a few 

families in need. One particular 

family lives at our church Social 

House. They have been coming to 

our church and are interested in 

the gospel. We were able to raise 

money and buy for them 40 

chickens. Our hope is that this 

project will help them in their lives. 

 

 

Prayer requests: 

 For a new mission team to work in 

Vâlcea county. Wisdom to develop 

a missionary strategy for this area, 

and for the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 Wisdom to equip the following 

workers: Alex Tudoroiu, George 

Bulfan, Sorin Caragea, and 

Veronica Palcau. 

 Wisdom for the spiritual and 

emotional investment in my 

children, Samuel and Ionatan. 

Thank you for your prayers, 

encouragement and financial support. 

 

Costea Alexe & Veronica, 

missionaries in  Comani    

Blessed be the Lord! In the month of 

February, through the grace of God, we 

continued to share the gospel with the 

lost people in Comani. We also helped 

those in the church to grow spiritually. 

We are still studying the gospel of John 

each week in our small group. Our desire 

for those who attend is that they would 

better understand who God is and how 

to apply biblical teachings in their daily 

life. Each Saturday we hold a children’s 

program where we continue to plant the 

seeds of God’s truth in the hearts of the 

kids. This month, our brother in Christ, 

Ilie Contiu, was with us and we were able 

to visit the homes of people in our 

community to share the gospel and bring 

encouragement. It was a blessed time 

and we hope and pray the Word of God 

will work in their hearts. Marcel Cardos 

and his wife from Alba Iulia were here to 



HOPE CHURCH Spreading the Gospel in Southern Oltenia 
Ministry of PIEI-ROMANIA January 2017 

2015 

visit the missionaries with Hope Church. 

We were able to attend a conference 

organized by the church where we 

focused on communication between 

parents and teenagers. 

 

 Two families from Comani attended the 

conference with us. 

Thank you to everyone for your support. 

 

Prayer requests: 

 For God to set people free from 

the bondage of sin and darkness in 

their lives. 

 Wisdom to work with people in the 

community. 

 Salvation of the children. 

 For the completion of 

construction. 

 Salvation for the family Marian & 

Carmen. 

May God bless you in the month to 

come! 

 

 

Berechet Octavian & Nicoleta, 

missionaries in Maruntei 

We are very happy to work for God. It 

brings us much joy in our hearts. At the 

same time, when we are out doing 

ministry, we see how difficult it is to 

impact a whole community without a 

team. This is why this month I worked to 

establish a partnership with a group of 

young students from Cluj, a city in 

northern Romania. These students are 

open to come and help the ministry in 

Maruntei. Please pray that this will be a 

fruitful partnership and that God would 

begin preparing the hearts of those in 

Maruntei. 

This month I also spoke with Brother 

Marcel Cordos about our ministry in 

Maruntei and our need for prayer, 

missionaries to come alongside us, and 

short term teams. He invited us to come 

to his church on April 29th to promote our 

ministry. Please pray for new doors to 

open through this opportunity. 
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We continued to do our routine activities 

in the community of Maruntei – 

evangelistic visits and kids ministry. 

 

 I want to share about a specific visit we 

made with Brother Ilie Contiu. We visited 

Anuta and she invited several other 

women in order to share the gospel, 

songs and scripture with them. Please 

pray for Anuta, Silvia, Lenuta and their 

families to come to know the Lord. 

Continue to pray for my sister and my 

niece. They are in the hospital still 

struggling with health issues. Pray for 

healing and also pray for the salvation of 

my sister, that she would come to know 

the Lord. 

 

As a family, please pray for God-given 

strength and a renewed and growing 

passion for the Lord and his ministry for 

us. 

Thank you for your help and prayers. 

May God bless each of you. 

 
 

Ion & Cristina Vlad missionaries in 

PERIETI, LISA 

We are so happy to see how God has 

answered our prayers and has blessed us. 

We had a woman at our church who 

stopped coming to services because she 

believed she could worship alone in her 

home. We were praying for her and this 

month she returned to our church. God 
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answered our prayers and showed her 

the importance of fellowship.  

We have also seen God work in the lives 

of our two daughters Tabita and 

Rebecca. One day a teacher asked them 

where their names came from. Tabita, 

who is more extroverted, quickly replied 

that their names were from the Bible. 

The teacher told them “You are not 

baptized?!” (Baptism is very important in 

the Orthodox faith), but the girls 

explained that they were dedicated to 

the Lord. This teacher, because he was 

Orthodox and had studied theology, 

believed it was wrong that they were 

only dedicated and not baptized. When 

the girls came home from school, we 

took the opportunity to open the Bible 

and confirm what the Word of God says. 

We were happy to encourage them. 

Prayer requests: 

 Protection for our family, 

especially our children at their 

school. 

 Protection for the church in Perieti. 

 For people in our communities to 

know Christ as Lord and make the 

decision to be baptized. 

. 
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Click on the image bellow to visit 

the Hope Church website! 

CONTACT US:  
www.piei.org/romania  
 
PIEI Main Office:  
5518 W. Diversey Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60639  
Phone # 773-202-8500  
 
For contributions: donate 
online www.piei.org or mail 
your check to the PIEI office.  
Memo line:  
Fund # 24203 Oltenia  
 
U.S. Contact Person:  
Cornel Stef, PIEI President  
Phone # 312-972-4262  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner with us and give  
A HELPING HAND TO 

ROMANIA: 
 

• PRAY 

• GIVE 

• GO 
 

“For we are laborers together with God…” 1 Corinthians 3:9 
 


